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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Each volume in this series consists of one book from the Torah, plus readings from the prophets and New Testament 
that go along with it. Drawing from a number of outside resources, we have assembled the traditional, weekly Torah, 
Haftarah and Brit Chadasha (KJV) Scripture readings along with some additional readings from my own related 
studies into each volume. I have intentionally not put any of my commentary into this book however, because I want 
you to write your own. Get with people you know and read these Scriptures together. Talk about them. Debate. Share 
insights and grow as you let the Holy Spirit open up the Scriptures to you, leading you to all truth. 

I always brought a lined notepad with me to our studies and found it very helpful for writing down the various insights 
and revelations people would share. Therefore, every Scripture reading page in this workbook has a column for you to 
take notes. At the end of each week’s study, we have also included a few starter questions to get your group going and 
some additional lined pages for notes you may want to write down based on your discussions. 

On our Virtual House Church website you can 
listen to archived services and see the notes that 
we took from our 2012-2013 Torah reading cycle. 
There you will find lots of commentary, pictures, 
links, video and audio clips for you to explore and 
add to the insights that you discover in your own 
study of these Scriptures. Please keep in mind 
however, that we are still learning ourselves. We 
don’t have it all right and would never claim to 
have the corner on truth. We are merely sharing 
our thoughts and insights as we seek to find the 
truth ourselves. Always remember that when 
reading/viewing/listening to any commentary, 
we are to test all things, letting the Holy Spirit be 
your guide to all truth and not man. 

The Bible study guide you have in your hands can be used to start your own church ministry, home group or 
personal Bible study. It is designed to show you how the themes, stories, and words of the Torah are woven 
throughout the writings of the prophets and New Testament. At the end of each week’s study, you will find the 
following three questions, which can help you get the ball rolling:

•	 How does this week’s Torah Portion relate to the Haftarah and Brit Chadasha Portions?
•	 What did you find most interesting about this week’s reading?
•	 What is the general theme of this reading and how does it apply to our lives today?

These are very basic, general questions designed to get the conversation going. In the first one, you simply identify 
how all of the Scripture readings are related. Sometimes it will be very obvious. Other times, you may need to dig 
deeper either into the text itself, or even into history and cultural contexts to see why the ancients paired these 
readings together. The second question is designed to get you talking about those things that stood out to you from 
the readings. And finally, the last question causes you to think about how the reading applies to you, your family, 
friends and life in general. What is the take-away moral value, theme or lesson we can learn from this week’s study? 
We’ve kept it simple for a reason. We don’t want anyone thinking they can’t do this. You will be amazed at how 
much dialogue and learning can be gained by addressing these three basic questions.

www.virtualhousechurch.com
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By way of example, here are some of my own early notes from the first week’s reading of Genesis: 

How does this week’s Torah Portion relate to the Haftarah and Brit Chadasha Portions? It all 
starts with Genesis! The stage is set, the characters are introduced and the drama begins almost immediately. 
From there, we can see how the story plays out from the Beginning to the End.  Take for instance, the story of 
Genesis 6. In that story, we learn about an incredible event: The unnatural union of angels (the sons of God) 
and human women. This produced the giants (Nephilim) that we will later see the Israelites having to defeat. 
However, there is more to the story. Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:37 that the Last Days will be likened unto 
the days of Noah. In Revelation 12, we see Michael the archangel fighting against Satan, the Dragon. The 
Serpent is cast down to Earth and the story is picked up in the prophecy of Isaiah 14:12-21. There we see that 
Lucifer, the leader of the fallen angels, is not only “cut down to the ground” but also that he apparently has 
children (Isaiah 14:21), just like the angels of Genesis 6 did. Those angels were bound in everlasting chains 
of darkness and cast down into hell [Tartarus] (2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6). 

What did you find most interesting about this week’s reading? In like manner, we see that Lucifer 
must also be bound in chains and do time (a thousand years) in the pit in order to serve out his prison 
sentence (Revelation 20:1-2) for the same sin. I’ve always wondered, if the Devil’s ultimate destination is the 
Lake of Fire, why does he have to be bound in chains and put into prison for a thousand years first? Now, 
I know! He is serving the prescribed prison sentence that is specifically for angels who mate with human 
women. God would not be just if He didn’t impose the same prison sentence on every angel who commits 
this sin. Thus, when Satan has children (note Genesis 3:15 and Isaiah 14:21), he must receive the same 
punishment, in addition to the final judgment for his other crimes/sins, which is the Lake of Fire.

What is the general theme of this reading and how does it apply to our lives today? Solomon told 
us that what has been done, will be again (Ecclesiastes 1:9). All through the Scriptures, we see many themes 
repeated. We see characters that were introduced “in the beginning” appear again “in the end.”  Jesus said the 
Last Days (which may be our days) are going to be like the days of Noah. Thus, in order to understand the 
times we are living in today, we must understand the days of Genesis 6-11. We also see the cost of disobedience 
to the perfect will of God. Sin has consequences.

In my answers to the three basic questions, I showed how the Torah portion relates to the reading from the 
prophets as well as the readings from the New Testament. I shared the things that I found intriguing and I showed 
how it is relevant for us today.

While certainly not an exhaustive collection of related Scriptures, we hope that this Wisdom From The Torah study 
guide will get you excited about diving into your Bible like never before. As you read about the characters of the 
Torah, then see repeats of their stories and/or the results of their actions played out centuries and millennia later, 
we hope it causes you to think and to see how these themes may apply to your own life today and into the future.

Rob Skiba 
November 30, 2013
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Yitro 
(Jethro)

WEEK 17

TORAH PORTION: Exodus 18:1-20:26

Exodus 18

1 When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father in law, 
heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his 
people, and that the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt;
2 Then Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took Zipporah, Moses’ 
wife, after he had sent her back,
3 And her two sons; of which the name of the one was 
Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land:
4 And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my 
father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the 
sword of Pharaoh:
5 And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, came with his sons and 
his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped 
at the mount of God:
6 And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come 
unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.
7 And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and did 
obeisance, and kissed him; and they asked each other of their 
welfare; and they came into the tent.
8 And Moses told his father in law all that the Lord had done 
unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, and all 
the travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the 
Lord delivered them.
9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the Lord 
had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand 
of the Egyptians.
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10 And Jethro said, Blessed be the Lord, who hath delivered 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of 
Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of 
the Egyptians.
11 Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods: for in the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them.
12 And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took a burnt offering and 
sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to 
eat bread with Moses’ father in law before God.
13 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge 
the people: and the people stood by Moses from the morning 
unto the evening.
14 And when Moses’ father in law saw all that he did to the 
people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people? 
why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee 
from morning unto even?
15 And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people 
come unto me to enquire of God:
16 When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge 
between one and another, and I do make them know the statutes 
of God, and his laws.
17 And Moses’ father in law said unto him, The thing that thou 
doest is not good.
18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is 
with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to 
perform it thyself alone.
19 Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and 
God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that 
thou mayest bring the causes unto God:
20 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt 
shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that 
they must do.
21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, 
such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place 
such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:
22 And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, 
that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small 
matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they 
shall bear the burden with thee.
23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then 
thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to 
their place in peace.
24 So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did 
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all that he had said.
25 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them 
heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.
26 And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes 
they brought unto Moses, but every small matter they judged 
themselves.
27 And Moses let his father in law depart; and he went his way 
into his own land.

Exodus 19

1 In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone 
forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the 
wilderness of Sinai.
2 For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to 
the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there 
Israel camped before the mount.
3 And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him 
out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel;
4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.
5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine:
6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel.
7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, 
and laid before their faces all these words which the Lord 
commanded him.
8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the 
Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of 
the people unto the Lord.
9 And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and 
believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people 
unto the Lord.
10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify 
them to day and to morrow, and let them wash their clothes,
11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the Lord 
will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.
12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, 
saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, 
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or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be 
surely put to death:
13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, 
or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when 
the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount.
14 And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and 
sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes.
15 And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: 
come not at your wives.
16 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that 
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all 
the people that was in the camp trembled.
17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet 
with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.
18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the 
Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice.
20 And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top 
of the mount: and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the 
mount; and Moses went up.
21 And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest 
they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish.
22 And let the priests also, which come near to the Lord, sanctify 
themselves, lest the Lord break forth upon them.
23 And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot come up 
to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about 
the mount, and sanctify it.
24 And the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou 
shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests 
and the people break through to come up unto the Lord, lest he 
break forth upon them.
25 So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them.

Exodus 20

1 And God spake all these words, saying,
2 I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
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earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for 
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me;
6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and 
keep my commandments.
7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for 
the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates:
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord 
blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.
12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
13 Thou shalt not kill.
14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.
15 Thou shalt not steal.
16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor 
his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s.
18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, 
and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and 
when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off.
19 And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will 
hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die.
20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come 
to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that 
ye sin not.
21 And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near unto the 
thick darkness where God was.
22 And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto 
the children of Israel, Ye have seen that I have talked with you 
from heaven.
23 Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make 
unto you gods of gold.
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24 An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, 
and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come 
unto thee, and I will bless thee.
25 And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not 
build it of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou 
hast polluted it.
26 Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy 
nakedness be not discovered thereon.
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HAFTARAH PORTION (Prophets): Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:6-7

Isaiah 6

1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly.
3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, 
and the house was filled with smoke.
5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.
6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in 
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:
7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.
9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.
11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without 
man, and the land be utterly desolate,
12 And the Lord have removed men far away, and there be a 
great forsaking in the midst of the land.
13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall 
be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in 
them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the 
substance thereof.

Isaiah 7

1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, 
the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, 
and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward 
Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.
2 And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate 
with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his 
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people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.
3 Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, 
thou, and Shearjashub thy son, at the end of the conduit of the 
upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field;
4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither 
be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for 
the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah.
5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken 
evil counsel against thee, saying,
6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach 
therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal:

Isaiah 9

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 
from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.
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BRIT CHADASHAH PORTION (New Testament): 
Matthew 5:1-48; 15:1-11; 19:16-30; Mark 7:5-15; 10:17-31; 
Luke 18:18-30; Acts 6:1-7; Romans 2:17-29; 7:7-12; 13:8-
10; Ephesians 6:1-3; 1 Timothy 3:1-14; 2 Timothy 2:2; Titus 
1:5-9; Hebrews 12:18-29; James 2:8-13; 1 Peter 2:9-10

Matthew 5

1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and 
when he was set, his disciples came unto him:
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children 
of God.
10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.
14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.
15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
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20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.
21 Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, Thou shalt 
not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:
22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: 
but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.
23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be 
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
25 Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the 
way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast 
into prison.
26 Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out 
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.
27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt 
not commit adultery:
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.
30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from 
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.
31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him 
give her a writing of divorcement:
32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, 
saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 
adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 
committeth adultery.
33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the 
Lord thine oaths:
34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it 
is God’s throne:
35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; 
for it is the city of the great King.
36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not 
make one hair white or black.

 
NOTES

                                                                

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               

                                                               



103103

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth:
39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.
40 And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy 
coat, let him have thy cloak also.
41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain.
42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn not thou away.
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you;
45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.
46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do 
not even the publicans the same?
47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 
others? do not even the publicans so?
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect.

Matthew 15

1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of 
Jerusalem, saying,
2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for 
they wash not their hands when they eat bread.
3 But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress 
the commandment of God by your tradition?
4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: 
and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.
5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a 
gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;
6 And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. 
Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect 
by your tradition.
7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,
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8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.
10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and 
understand:
11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that 
which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.

Matthew 19

16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 
what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?
17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments.
18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 
murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness,
19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.
20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept 
from my youth up: what lack I yet?
21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that 
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come and follow me.
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions.
23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That 
a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.
24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God.
25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved?
26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are possible.
27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?
28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which 
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall 
sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
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sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.
30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.

Mark 7

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy 
disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread 
with unwashen hands?
6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied 
of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me.
7 Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.
8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many 
other such like things ye do.
9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment 
of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, 
Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:
11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is 
Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be 
profited by me; he shall be free.
12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or 
his mother;
13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, 
which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
14 And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto 
them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand:
15 There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him 
can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are 
they that defile the man.

Mark 10

17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one 
running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, 
what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?
18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God.
19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, 
Honour thy father and mother.
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20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I 
observed from my youth.
21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, 
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, 
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, take up the cross, and follow me.
22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he 
had great possessions.
23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his 
disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of God!
24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among 
themselves, Who then can be saved?
27 And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, 
but not with God: for with God all things are possible.
28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and 
have followed thee.
29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s,
30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, 
and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.
31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first.

Luke

18 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?
19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is 
good, save one, that is, God.
20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy 
father and thy mother.
21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up.
22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet 
lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, 
follow me.
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23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was 
very rich.
24 And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!
25 For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.
26 And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved?
27 And he said, The things which are impossible with men are 
possible with God.
28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee.
29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man 
that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, 
for the kingdom of God’s sake,
30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and 
in the world to come life everlasting.

Acts 6

1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, 
there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, 
because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.
2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto 
them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of 
God, and serve tables.
3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we 
may appoint over this business.
4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word.
5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, 
and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 
Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:
6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, 
they laid their hands on them.
7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith.

Romans 2

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and 
makest thy boast of God,
18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more 
excellent, being instructed out of the law;
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19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a 
light of them which are in darkness,
20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the 
form of knowledge and of the truth in the law.
21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal?
22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost 
thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou 
commit sacrilege?
23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the 
law dishonourest thou God?
24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through you, as it is written.
25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision.
26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the 
law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?
27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil 
the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost 
transgress the law?
28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise 
is not of men, but of God.

Romans 7

7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had 
not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except 
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me 
all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead.
9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment 
came, sin revived, and I died.
10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found 
to be unto death.
11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, 
and by it slew me.
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good.
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Romans 13

8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, 
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou 
shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law.

Ephesians 6

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
2 Honour thy father and mother; which is the first commandment 
with promise;
3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on 
the earth.

1 Timothy 3

1 This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desireth a good work.
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but 
patient, not a brawler, not covetous;
4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity;
5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall 
he take care of the church of God?)
6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil.
7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which are 
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.
8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not 
given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office 
of a deacon, being found blameless.
11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, 
faithful in all things.
12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses well.
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13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which 
is in Christ Jesus.
14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:

2 Timothy 2

2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also.

Titus 1

5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in 
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, 
as I had appointed thee:
6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful 
children not accused of riot or unruly.
7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not 
given to filthy lucre;
8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, 
holy, temperate;
9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsayers.

Hebrews 12

18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, 
and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, 
and tempest,
19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which 
voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be 
spoken to them any more:
20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And 
if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or 
thrust through with a dart:
21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly 
fear and quake:)
22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels,
23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect,
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24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.
25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped 
not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not 
we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:
26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, 
saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.
27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of 
those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that 
those things which cannot be shaken may remain.
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, 
let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear:
29 For our God is a consuming fire.

James 2

8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:
9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 
convinced of the law as transgressors.
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.
11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not 
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a transgressor of the law.
12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law 
of liberty.
13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed 
no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

1 Peter 2

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the 
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy.
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DISCUSSION POINTS

How does this week’s Torah Portion relate to the Haftarah and Brit Chadasha Portions?

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

What did you find most interesting about this week’s reading?

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     

What is the general theme of this reading and how does it apply to our lives today?
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ADDITIONAL NOTES
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